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WordSurv's purpose? Primarily to calculate lexical similarity between varieties.
If you don’t know what to do? Don’t be afraid to try things.
1. Explore the menus. 2. Search the help. 3. Remember you can undo (Control-Z, New in WS7!)
If you want to move something? Cut and paste.
Cells: Copy (Control+C) or Cut (Control+X) and then Paste (Control+V).

Rows: Cut (Control+Shift+X) and then paste and (Control+Shift+V)

WordSurv’s structure: Work Left to Right. Gloss dictionary, Survey, Variety, Comparison, results...

If you click on a gloss and then go back to a previous tab, the same gloss will be selected in
the other tab.

WordList Management Tab: Data entry
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Gloss dictionary: “Each Survey : “In Wordsurv, a Variety : “In WordSurv, a variety
gloss dictionary is a list of survey is a group of related represents a single list of
glosses for which you will varieties. This will usually phonetic transcriptions.
elicit transcriptions.” correspond to the field Typically these lists represent the
research of a language or variations in how a language can
cluster of languages.” be spoken based on geographic
region (dialectal variation).”
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Comparison: Grouping and analysis
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Analysis. Not used in o
You make the decision on how to group:

1. “Exactly the same” (Susi Krueger, AFALAC 2008),
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el See next page.

beard .
— 3. Identify true cognates (For example see www.wordcorr.org)

Interpreting results:

The exact meaning of percentages depends on:
1. The glosses you elicited (and thus compared)
2. The choice of how to group similarity.

Blair, Frank. 1990. Survey on a Shoestring: A Manual for Small-Scale
Language Surveys. Dallas: Summer Institute of Linguistics and the University

of Texas at Arlington Publications in Linguistics 96.
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Important: Phonostat and COMPASS will only compare
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Gilss Sort Alignment: (For Phonostatistical Analysi and COMPASS. Not used in
Elicitation Drder =] Comparison Analysis)
Line up the letters which correspond by adding characters:
“/” for insertions and deletions (indel)

“.”for characters in morphemes not to be compared
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Optiona to separate morphemes

(Can also delete unneeded characters from the “Aligned” column)




